THE KINGDOM OF GURJARATRS	33
Gujarata, and, according to tradition, wrote 1,444 works, re-
ligious, philosophical and literary, both in Samskrta and
Prakrta.
Out of his many dharmakathas, Samarniccftkahn
( SamarUdityakathn}, composed in Maharashtn Prakrta,
has come down to us, and justifies his reputation
so uniformly emphasized by successive generations of
Jaina authors. It is written in a racy, simple, fluent
prose interspersed mostly with verses in the Arya metre,
a welcome departure from the highly ornamental style
which great masters of prose, like Bana and Dandin, affect-
ed. It is pre-eminently calculated to capture the imagina-
tion of lovers of romance rather than attract the admira-
tion of a cultured few. The story is full of thrilling
adventures of certain individuals through a succession of
births as men, birds and beasts. The religious motive is
inculcated at every step by the retribution which over-
takes the heroes, who represent the cardinal sins, anger,
deceit, avarice and untruth. The propagandist achieves
his aim by repeatedly bringing home to the superstitious
reader life's futility and the potency of Jainism as the only
escape from it.
The story, in brief, is that Gunasena, a prince, in his
childhood always held up to ridicule Agnisarman, the ugly
and mis-shapen son of the high priest. Tired of being a
butt of ridicule, Agnisarman went to a sadhu to be initia-
ted into the ways of asceticism. After the lapse of some
years, Gunasena, who had come to the throne by then,
went to meet his old victim. He had, in the mean-
while, become a great ascetic. The king invited the
ascetic to dinner. But, under a strict religious vow,
he dined only once a month, and promised to come to the
royal palace on the day he broke his fast. On the
appointed day, the ascetic came to the royal palace.
The king's men, however, were celebrating the birth of a
prince and would not attend to the ascetic. Thereupon
he went away; and was compelled to continue his fast
for another month, as he had to go without his dinner
that day. The king, when he came to know how the sage
had been treated, in all humility, sought him out and

